
one GOD. one gospel. 
there is only one God so there can be only one gospel 

 
 
 
 

Will you enter the kingdom? 
 

When asked most people believe that they are going to heaven… 
 

In chapter three of Heaven Randy Alcorn makes clear the Bible's teaching that there is a "default" destination 
for all of us—and it is not Heaven. 

For every American who believes he's going to Hell, there are 120 who believe they're going to 
Heaven. This optimism stands in stark contrast to Christ's words in Matthew 7:13-14: "Enter through 
the narrow gate. For wide is the gate and broad is the road that leads to destruction, and many enter 
through it. But small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a few find it." 
 

What would keep us out of Heaven is universal: "All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God" 
(Romans 3:23). Sin separates us from a relationship with God (Isaiah 59:2). God is so holy that he 
cannot allow sin into his presence: "Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate 
wrong" (Habakkuk 1:13). Because we are sinners, we are not entitled to enter God's presence. We 
cannot enter Heaven as we are. 
 

So Heaven is not our default destination. No one goes there automatically. Unless our sin problem is 
resolved, the only place we will go is our true default destination … Hell. 
 

I am addressing this issue now because throughout this book I will talk about being with Jesus in 
Heaven, being reunited with family and friends, and enjoying great adventures in Heaven. The great 
danger is that readers will assume they are headed for Heaven. Judging by what's said at most 
funerals, you'd think nearly everyone's going to Heaven, wouldn't you? But Jesus made it clear most 
people are not going to Heaven: "Small is the gate and narrow the road that leads to life, and only a 
few find it." 
 

We dare not "wait and see" when it comes to what's on the other side of death. We shouldn't just cross 
our fingers and hope that our names are written in the Book of Life (Revelation 21:27). We can know, 
we should know, before we die. And because we may die at any time, we need to know now—not next 
month or next year. "Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What is your life? You 
are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes" (James 4:14). 
 

It's of paramount importance to make sure you are going to Heaven, not Hell. The voice that whispers, 
"There's no hurry; put this book down; you can always think about it later," is not God's voice. He 
says, "Now is the day of salvation" (2 Corinthians 6:2), and "Choose for yourselves this day whom you 
will serve" (Joshua 24:15). 

 
Verses to study… 
 
2 Corinthians 13:5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test yourselves.  
 

Philippians 2:12-13  Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God who works in you both 
to will and to do for His good pleasure. 
 

2 Peter 1:10-11 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these 
things you will never stumble; for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into the everlasting 
kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 



Matthew 7:13-14 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to destruction, 
and there are many who go in by it. Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, 
and there are few who find it. 
 
Luke 13:22-27  And He went through the cities and villages, teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem. Then one 
said to Him, “Lord, are there few who are saved?” And He said to them, “Strive to enter through the narrow 
gate, for many, I say to you, will seek to enter and will not be able. When once the Master of the house has 
risen up and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside and knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open for 
us,’ and He will answer and say to you, ‘I do not know you, where you are from,’ then you will begin to say, 
‘We ate and drank in Your presence, and You taught in our streets.’ But He will say, ‘I tell you I do not know 
you, where you are from. Depart from Me, all you workers of iniquity.’  
 

Matthew 7:21-23 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who 
does the will of My Father in heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in 
Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to 
them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ 
 

Luke 6:46  “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which I say?  
 

John 3:3,5  Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless  one  is  born  again,  he 
cannot see the kingdom of God.”…Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of 
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God.  
 

Matthew 5:20 For I say to you, that unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and 
Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven. 
 

Matthew 18:3 “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will by no 
means enter the kingdom of heaven.  
 

Mark 10:15 Assuredly, I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by no 
means enter it.” 
 
1 Corinthians 6:9-11 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of 
you. But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by 
the Spirit of our God. 
 

Galatians 5:19-21 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness,  

idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies,  

envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in 
time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
 

Matthew 10:32-33 “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is 
in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven. 
 

Matthew 13:41-43  The Son of Man will send out His angels, and they will gather out of His kingdom all things 
that offend, and those who practice lawlessness, and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be 
wailing and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He 
who has ears to hear, let him hear! 
 

Revelation 20:11-15 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose face the earth and the 
heaven fled away. And there was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before 
God, and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were 
judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. The sea gave up the dead who 
were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And they were judged, each one 



according to his works. Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And 
anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire. 
 

Revelation 21:6-8  And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End. I 
will give of the fountain of the water of life freely to him who thirsts. He who overcomes shall inherit all things, 
and I will be his God and he shall be My son. But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually 
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, 
which is the second death.” 
 

Revelation 21:22-27  But I saw no temple in it, for the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The city 
had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light. 
And the nations of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and the kings of the earth bring their glory and 
honor into it. Its gates shall not be shut at all by day (there shall be no night there). And they shall bring the 
glory and the honor of the nations into it. But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or causes 
an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life. 
 

Revelation 22:14-15 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, 
and may enter through the gates into the city. But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and 
murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie. 
 
John 6-14 
Jesus said ...I am the bread of life 

...I am the light of the world 

...I am the door 

...I am the good shepherd 

...I am the resurrection and the life… 

...I am the way, the truth, and the life.  
   …No one comes to the Father except through Me… 
 

Beloved, will you enter into eternal glory by the difficult road through the narrow gate or will 
you enter into eternal destruction by the broad road through the wide gate? 

 

The choice is yours…but you must make a choice… 
We pray that you will choose eternal life. 


