one
GOD. one gospel.
there is only one God so there can be only one gospel
There is only one GOD…
God is like nothing we could have imagined. 1
God is utterly other than us—other in a way we express with the word holiness. Yes, He dwells within each
Christian, but He’s not you. He isn’t the same as you, He isn’t a part of you, and He isn’t a “higher” you.
Yes, you’re made in His image, but you’re not Him. You’re not the same as Him, you’re not a part of Him,
and you aren’t a “splinter” of Him—nor will you ever be. He doesn’t depend on anything else because He is
what everything else depends on. He can’t be explained by anything else because He is what everything else
must be explained by. Although we can know what He has taught us about Himself, we can never
comprehend Him completely because He is greater than our minds. Anything He wills, He can do. He not
only holds supreme power but He also uses it. Nothing can defeat Him and nothing can happen contrary to
His will. He is also supremely good—light with no darkness. Although evil is real, He detests it and brings
it to judgment. He knows everything, He pays attention to everything, and nothing escapes His notice. He’s
not just a What and a Who, like me or you, but one What in three Whos—one God in three persons: Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. There is no one like Him. He is set apart. He is what He is, and there was never a
time when He was not. 1
He is the creator and sustainer of the universe who has provided humankind with a revelation of Himself
through the natural world and through His Son, Jesus Christ. The Bible does not seek to prove the existence
of God; it simply affirms His existence by declaring, “In the beginning God . . .” (Gen. 1:1). 2
God is spirit and thus He does not have a physical body. God fills heaven and earth. He is everywhere but
He is not “in everything”. God is not His creation. The Bible teaches us that in all existence, from all
eternity, there has been and always will be only one God. God is eternal and infinite…God has always been.
God has revealed Himself through the physical universe (Ps. 19:1; Rom. 1:19–20). Creation reveals the results of
a universal mind that devised a master plan and executed it rather than the idea that our orderly universe
came into existence apart from a divine being. The greatest revelation of God, however, comes through the
Bible. Through the inspired written record, both the existence of God and the nature of God are revealed in
and through Jesus Christ. Jesus stated, “He that has seen me, has seen the Father” (John 14:9). Although the
full revelation of God was in Jesus Christ, the human mind cannot fully understand God. One reason for this
is that Scripture does not record all the actions and teachings of Jesus (John 21:25). Another reason is the
limitation of the human mind. How can our finite minds understand the infinity of God? It is not possible.
Although we cannot fully understand God, we still can know Him. We know Him through a personal
relationship of faith and through a study of what the Bible teaches about His nature. 2

“I, even I, am He, and there is no God besides Me” Deuteronomy 32:39

Verses to study…
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form, and void;
and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
Genesis 1:1-2

And Adam knew his wife again, and she bore a son and named him Seth, “For God has
appointed another seed for me instead of Abel, whom Cain killed.” And as for Seth, to him also a son was
born; and he named him Enosh. Then men began to call on the name of the LORD.
Genesis 4:25-26

Exodus 3:13-15 Then Moses said to God, “Indeed, when I come to the children of Israel and say to them, ‘The
God of your fathers has sent me to you,’ and they say to me, ‘What is His name?’ what shall I say to them?”
And God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” And He said, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, ‘I
AM has sent me to you.’ ” Moreover God said to Moses, “Thus you shall say to the children of Israel: ‘The
LORD God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, has sent me to
you. This is My name forever, and this is My memorial to all generations.’
Exodus 20:2-6 “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
“You shall have no other gods before Me. “You shall not make for yourself a carved image—any likeness
of anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth; you
shall not bow down to them nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and fourth generations of those who hate Me, but
showing mercy to thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments.
Deuteronomy 4:39 Therefore know this day, and consider it in your heart, that the LORD Himself is God in
heaven above and on the earth beneath; there is no other.
Deuteronomy 6:13-15 You shall fear the LORD your God and serve Him, and shall take oaths in His name. You shall
not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples who are all around you (for the LORD your God is a jealous
God among you), lest the anger of the LORD your God be aroused against you and destroy you from the face
of the earth.

“When the LORD your God brings you into the land which you go to possess, and has cast out
many nations before you…and when the LORD your God delivers them over to you, you shall conquer them
and utterly destroy them. You shall make no covenant with them nor show mercy to them. Nor shall you
make marriages with them. You shall not give your daughter to their son, nor take their daughter for your
son. For they will turn your sons away from following Me, to serve other gods; so the anger of the LORD will
be aroused against you and destroy you suddenly. But thus you shall deal with them: you shall destroy their
altars, and break down their sacred pillars, and cut down their wooden images, and burn their carved images
with fire.
Deuteronomy 7:1-5

Deuteronomy 8:18-20 “And you shall remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you power to get
wealth, that He may establish His covenant which He swore to your fathers, as it is this day. Then it shall be,
if you by any means forget the LORD your God, and follow other gods, and serve them and worship them, I
testify against you this day that you shall surely perish. As the nations which the LORD destroys before you,
so you shall perish, because you would not be obedient to the voice of the LORD your God.
Deuteronomy 11:26-28 “Behold, I set before you today a blessing and a curse: the blessing, if you obey the
commandments of the LORD your God which I command you today; and the curse, if you do not obey the
commandments of the LORD your God, but turn aside from the way which I command you today, to go after
other gods which you have not known.
Deuteronomy 32:39 ‘Now see that I, even I, am He, And there is no God besides Me; I kill and I make alive; I
wound and I heal; Nor is there any who can deliver from My hand.
2 Kings 17:14-16 Nevertheless they would not hear, but stiffened their necks, like the necks of their fathers, who
did not believe in the LORD their God. And they rejected His statutes and His covenant that He had made
with their fathers, and His testimonies which He had testified against them; they followed idols, became
idolaters, and went after the nations who were all around them, concerning whom the LORD had charged
them that they should not do like them. So they left all the commandments of the LORD their God, made for
themselves a molded image and two calves, made a wooden image and worshiped all the host of heaven, and
served Baal.

“You are My witnesses,” says the LORD, “And My servant whom I have chosen, That you may
know and believe Me, And understand that I am He. Before Me there was no God formed, Nor shall there be
after Me. I, even I, am the LORD, And besides Me there is no savior. I have declared and saved, I have
proclaimed, And there was no foreign god among you; Therefore you are My witnesses,” Says the LORD,
Isaiah 43:10-13

“that I am God. Indeed before the day was, I am He; And there is no one who can deliver out of My hand; I
work, and who will reverse it?”
Isaiah 45:20-23 “Assemble yourselves and come; Draw near together, You who have escaped from the nations.
They have no knowledge, Who carry the wood of their carved image, And pray to a god that cannot save.
Tell and bring forth your case; Yes, let them take counsel together. Who has declared this from ancient time?
Who has told it from that time? Have not I, the LORD? And there is no other God besides Me, A just God and
a Savior; There is none besides Me. “Look to Me, and be saved, All you ends of the earth! For I am God, and
there is no other. I have sworn by Myself; The word has gone out of My mouth in righteousness, And shall
not return, That to Me every knee shall bow, Every tongue shall take an oath.

Bel bows down, Nebo stoops; Their idols were on the beasts and on the cattle. Your carriages were
heavily loaded, A burden to the weary beast. They stoop, they bow down together; They could not deliver
the burden, But have themselves gone into captivity. “Listen to Me, O house of Jacob, And all the remnant of
the house of Israel, Who have been upheld by Me from birth, Who have been carried from the womb: Even
to your old age, I am He, And even to gray hairs I will carry you! I have made, and I will bear; Even I will
carry, and will deliver you. “To whom will you liken Me, and make Me equal And compare Me, that we
should be alike? They lavish gold out of the bag, And weigh silver on the scales; They hire a goldsmith, and
he makes it a god; They prostrate themselves, yes, they worship. They bear it on the shoulder, they carry it
And set it in its place, and it stands; From its place it shall not move. Though one cries out to it, yet it cannot
answer Nor save him out of his trouble.
Isaiah 46:1-7

“What profit is the image, that its maker should carve it, The molded image, a teacher of lies,
That the maker of its mold should trust in it, To make mute idols? Woe to him who says to wood, ‘Awake!’
To silent stone, ‘Arise! It shall teach!’ Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, Yet in it there is no breath
at all. “But the LORD is in His holy temple. Let all the earth keep silence before Him.”
Habakkuk 2:18-20

Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him when he saw that
the city was given over to idols. Therefore he reasoned in the synagogue with the Jews and with the Gentile
worshipers, and in the marketplace daily with those who happened to be there. Then certain Epicurean and
Stoic philosophers encountered him. And some said, “What does this babbler want to say?” Others said, “He
seems to be a proclaimer of foreign gods,” because he preached to them Jesus and the resurrection. And they
took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this new doctrine is of which you
speak? For you are bringing some strange things to our ears. Therefore we want to know what these things
mean.” For all the Athenians and the foreigners who were there spent their time in nothing else but either to
tell or to hear some new thing. Then Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I
perceive that in all things you are very religious; for as I was passing through and considering the objects of
your worship, I even found an altar with this inscription: TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Therefore, the One
whom you worship without knowing, Him I proclaim to you: God, who made the world and everything in it,
since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands. Nor is He worshiped with
men’s hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things. And He has
made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their
preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that
they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; for in Him we live and
move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’
Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or
silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising. Truly, these times of ignorance God
overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, because He has appointed a day on which He
will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to
all by raising Him from the dead.”
Acts 17:16-31
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