
one GOD. one gospel. 
there is only one God so there can be only one gospel  

Atonement… 
 

Atonement  - Redemption of the human race by God through the full payment of the penalty of sin.1  
 

Atonement -  the act by which God restores a relationship of harmony and unity between Himself and 
human beings. Through God’s atoning grace and forgiveness, we are reinstated to a relationship with God, in 
spite of our sin. 2 

 

Human Need -  Because of Adam’s sin (Rom. 5:18; 1 Cor. 15:22) and our own personal sins (Col. 1:21), no one is 
worthy of relationship with a holy God (Eccl. 7:20; Rom. 3:23). Since we are helpless to correct this situation (Prov. 

20:9) and can do nothing to hide our sin from God (Heb. 4:13), we all stand condemned by sin (Rom. 3:19). It is 
human nature (our sinfulness) and God’s nature (His holy wrath against sin) that makes us “enemies” (Rom. 

5:10). 2 
 

God’s Gift -  God’s gracious response to the helplessness of His chosen people, the nation of Israel, was to 
give them a means of RECONCILIATION through Old Testament covenant Law. This came in the sacrificial 
system where the death or “blood” of the animal was accepted by God as a substitute for the death (Ezek. 18:20) 
the sinner deserved: “For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make 
atonement for your souls” (Lev. 17:11). 2 

 

The Law required that the sacrificial victims must be free from defect, and buying them always involved 
some cost to the sinner. But an animal’s death did not automatically make people right with God in some 
simple, mechanical way. The hostility between God and people because of sin is a personal matter. God for 
His part personally gave the means of atonement in the sacrificial system; men and women for their part 
personally are expected to recognize the seriousness of their sin (Lev. 16:29–30; Mic. 6:6–8). They must also identify 
themselves personally with the victim that dies: “Then he shall put his hand on the head of the burnt offering, 
and it will be accepted on his behalf to make atonement for him” (Lev. 1:4). 2 

 

In the Old Testament, God Himself brought about atonement by graciously providing the appointed 
sacrifices. The priests represented Him in the atonement ritual, and the sinner received the benefits of being 
reconciled to God in forgiveness and harmony. 2 

 

Although Old Testament believers were truly forgiven and received genuine atonement through animal 
sacrifice, the New Testament clearly states that during the Old Testament period God’s justice was not 
served: “For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take away sins” (Heb. 10:4). Atonement 
was possible “because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed” (Rom. 

3:25). However, God’s justice was served in the death of Jesus Christ as a substitute: “Not with the blood of 
goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once for all, having obtained 
eternal redemption” (Heb. 9:12). “And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant” (Heb. 9:15). 2 
 

Our Response -  The Lord Jesus came according to God’s will (Acts 2:23; 1 Pet. 1:20) “to give His life a ransom for 
many” (Mark 10:45), or “for all” (1 Tim. 2:6). Though God “laid on Him the iniquity of us all” (Is. 53:6; also 2 Cor. 5:21; Gal. 

3:13), yet Christ “has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God” (Eph. 5:2), so that 
those who believe in Him (Rom. 3:22) might receive atonement and “be saved from [God’s] wrath” (Rom. 5:9) 
through “the precious blood of Christ” (1 Pet. 1:19).2 
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No believer who truly understands the awesome holiness of God’s wrath and the terrible hopelessness that 
comes from personal sin can fail to be overwhelmed by the deep love of Jesus for each of us, and the wonder 
of God’s gracious gift of eternal atonement through Christ. Through Jesus, God will present us “faultless 
before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy” (Jude 24). 2 
 
How can you receive atonement?  By faith.  God has declared that you can only receive the forgiveness of 
your sins through faith in Jesus Christ’s sinless life, death and resurrection.  The Bible says:  

 

For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of 
God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. Ephesians 2:8-9 

 

You see it is only by faith that you can receive forgiveness.  There is nothing you can do to save yourself.  It 
is only through what Jesus has already done that you can be saved from the wrath of God and become a child 
of God.   
 
Being a good person will never remove your sin.  Feeling bad or being sorry for your sin will never remove 
your sin.  Being religious, giving to the needy, or being the nicest person will never remove your sin.  God 
will not just overlook your sin because He is loving.  You must be reconciled to God through His Son.  You 
must be reconciled to God on His terms.  God has done everything to give you eternal life…all you can do is 
to repent and believe Him!! 

 
Verses to study… 

 
Sin includes…but is not limited to…blasphemy, heresies, idolatry, unbelief, sorcery, 
cowardness, pride, proud looks, selfishishness, ambitions, envy, jealousies, foolishness, foolish 
talking, coarse jesting, contentions, dissensions, sowing discord, drunkenness, revelries, 
hatred, outbursts of wrath, an evil eye, evil thoughts, evil desire, covetousness, wicked plans, 
wickedness, running to evil, extortion, theft, false witness, lying, deceit, passion, lewdness, 
uncleanness, filthiness, adulteries, fornications, sexual immorality, homosexuality, sodomy, 
shedding of innocent blood, murder. Romans 6:23 ; Romans 3:22-23 ; 1 John 1:8,10 ; James 1:13-15 ; Matthew 
18:8-9 ; James 2:10; James 4:17 ; Proverbs 6:16-19 ; Mark 7:21-23 ; Colossians 3:5-7 ; 1 Corinthians 6:9-11 ; Galatians 5:19-21; 
Ephesians 5:3-7 ; Revelation 21:8 
 
 

Lev 17:11 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement 
for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul. 
 

Ex 29:36–37 And you shall offer a bull every day as a sin offering for atonement. You shall cleanse the altar 
when you make atonement for it, and you shall anoint it to sanctify it. Seven days you shall make atonement 
for the altar and sanctify it. And the altar shall be most holy. Whatever touches the altar must be holy. 
 

Lev 1:4–5 Then he shall put his hand on the head of the burnt offering, and it will be accepted on his behalf to 
make atonement for him. He shall kill the bull before the LORD; and the priests, Aaron’s sons, shall bring the 
blood and sprinkle the blood all around on the altar that is by the door of the tabernacle of meeting. 
 

Lev 16:18–19 And he shall go out to the altar that is before the LORD, and make atonement for it, and shall take 
some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of the goat, and put it on the horns of the altar all around. 
Then he shall sprinkle some of the blood on it with his finger seven times, cleanse it, and consecrate it from 
the uncleanness of the children of Israel. 
 

Lev 16:30 For on that day the priest shall make atonement for you, to cleanse you, that you may be clean from 
all your sins before the LORD. 
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Lev 16:34 This shall be an everlasting statute for you, to make atonement for the children of Israel, for all their 
sins, once a year.” And he did as the LORD commanded Moses. 
 

1 Chr 6:49  But Aaron and his sons offered sacrifices on the altar of burnt offering and on the altar of incense, 
for all the work of the Most Holy Place, and to make atonement for Israel, according to all that Moses the 
servant of God had commanded. 
 

Acts 4:12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by 
which we must be saved. 
 

Acts 5:29–31 But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey God rather than men.  The 
God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a tree. Him God has exalted to His 
right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 
 

Acts 20:28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you 
overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood. 
 
 

Col 1:20–22 …and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in 
heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross. And you, who once were alienated and enemies 
in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has reconciled in the body of His flesh through death, to present 
you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight 
 

1 Cor 5:7 For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us. 
 

1 Cor 6:20 For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are 
God’s. 
 

1 Cor 11:23–26 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same 
night in which He was betrayed took bread; and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; 
this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” In the same manner He also took 
the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in 
remembrance of Me.” For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till 
He comes. 
 

1 Cor 15:3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to 
the Scriptures 
 

2 Cor 5:18–21  Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given 
us the ministry of reconciliation, that is, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not 
imputing their trespasses to them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. Now then, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we implore you on Christ’s behalf, be 
reconciled to God. For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him. 
 

Eph 1:7  In Him we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His 
grace 
 

Eph 2:4–5  But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, even when we 
were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved) 
 

Eph 2:13–16 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  
For He Himself is our peace, who has made both one, and has broken down the middle wall of separation,  
having abolished in His flesh the enmity, that is, the law of commandments contained in ordinances, so as to 
create in Himself one new man from the two, thus making peace, and that He might reconcile them both to 
God in one body through the cross, thereby putting to death the enmity. 
 

Eph 5:2 And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to 
God for a sweet-smelling aroma. 
 

Gal 1:4 …who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil age, according to the 
will of our God and Father, 
 



Gal 2:20 I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I 
now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 
 

Gal 6:14 But God forbid that I should boast except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the world. 
 

Heb 2:9  But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for the suffering of death crowned with 
glory and honor, that He, by the grace of God, might taste death for everyone. 
 

Heb 2:14–15 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the 
same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, and release 
those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 
 

Heb 2:17  Therefore, in all things He had to be made like His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful 
High Priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 
 

Heb 7:27 …who does not need daily, as those high priests, to offer up sacrifices, first for His own sins and then 
for the people’s, for this He did once for all when He offered up Himself. 
 

Heb 9:7  But into the second part the high priest went alone once a year, not without blood, which he offered 
for himself and for the people’s sins committed in ignorance 
 

Heb 9:12  Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most Holy Place once 
for all, having obtained eternal redemption. 
 

Heb 9:20 …saying, “This is the blood of the covenant which God has commanded you.” 
 

Heb 9:22  And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without shedding of blood 
there is no remission. 
 

Heb 9:24–28  For Christ has not entered the holy places made with hands, which are copies of the true, but into 
heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us; not that He should offer Himself often, as the high 
priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood of another—He then would have had to suffer often 
since the foundation of the world; but now, once at the end of the ages, He has appeared to put away sin by 
the sacrifice of Himself. And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment, so Christ was 
offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart 
from sin, for salvation. 
 

Heb 10:10  By that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 

Heb 10:12  But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the right hand of God, 
 

Heb 10:14  For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified. 
 

Heb 10:19–20  Therefore, brethren, having boldness to enter the Holiest by the blood of Jesus, by a new and 
living way which He consecrated for us, through the veil, that is, His flesh, 
 

Heb 13:12  Therefore Jesus also, that He might sanctify the people with His own blood, suffered outside the 
gate. 
 

Is 45:21 Tell and bring forth your case; Yes, let them take counsel together. Who has declared this from ancient 
time? Who has told it from that time? Have not I, the LORD? And there is no other God besides Me, A just 
God and a Savior; there is none besides Me. 
 

Is 53:4–6 Surely He has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed Him stricken, smitten by 
God, and afflicted. But He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; the 
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned, every one, to his own way; and the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 
 

Is 53:8–12 For the transgressions of My people He was stricken. And they made His grave with the wicked—but 
with the rich at His death, because He had done no violence, nor was any deceit in His mouth. Yet it pleased 
the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see 
His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. He shall see the 
labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall 



bear their iniquities. Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with 
the strong, because He poured out His soul unto death, and He was numbered with the transgressors, and He 
bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 
 

John 1:29  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world! 
 

John 10:11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep. 
 

John 10:15  As the Father knows Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 
 

John 10:17–18 “Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My life that I may take it again. No one takes 
it from Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. This 
command I have received from My Father.” 
 

1 John 1:7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
 

1 John 2:2  And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world. 
 

1 John 4:9–10 In this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent 
His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 
 

Luke 19:10 …for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost 
 

Matt 20:28 …just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for 
many.” 
 

Matt 26:26–28  And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and 
said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” Then He took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
“Drink from it, all of you. For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the 
remission of sins. 
 

1 Pet 1:18–19 …knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your 
aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot. 
 

1 Pet 2:24 …who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for 
righteousness—by whose stripes you were healed. 
 

1 Pet 3:18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that He might bring us to God 
 

Rev 1:5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of 
the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood, 
 

Rev 5:9–13 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll, And to open its seals; For 
You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every tribe and tongue and people and 
nation, And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shall reign on the earth.” Then I looked, and 
I heard the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; and the number of 
them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands, saying with a loud voice: “Worthy is 
the Lamb who was slain To receive power and riches and wisdom, And strength and honor and glory and 
blessing!” And every creature which is in heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are in the 
sea, and all that are in them, I heard saying: “Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to Him who sits on 
the throne, And to the Lamb, forever and ever!” 
 

Rom 3:25–26 …whom God set forth as a propitiation by His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His 
righteousness, because in His forbearance God had passed over the sins that were previously committed, to 
demonstrate at the present time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has 
faith in Jesus. 
 

Rom 5:6–11 For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. For scarcely for a 
righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. But God 



demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Much more then, 
having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. For if when we were 
enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we 
shall be saved by His life. And not only that, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
through whom we have now received the reconciliation. 
 

Rom 8:3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by sending His own Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the flesh, 
 

Rom 8:32  He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all 
 

1 Thess 1:10 …and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He raised from the dead, even Jesus who delivers us 
from the wrath to come. 
 

1 Tim 2:5–6  For there is one God and one Mediator between God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, who gave 
Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time 
 

Titus 2:14 …who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself 
His own special people, zealous for good works. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


